Residential Construction Inspection Checklist!

This is a list of common missed items. This list is not a complete list! Refer to the 2003 IRC   

Rough Inspections Per 2003 IRC
· Attic access 22”x 30”min. @ final R807 (clear opening) (trimmed with 2x4 in garage)
· Height of flues through. Roof  (3’ through roof and 2’ higher than any part of roof within 10’)
· Smoke Det. Locations. (With-in 18”of bedroom door and 3’ from R/A & heat runs 1’ to 3’ from peek of vault see guide for further)

· Draft stopping / fire stopping and flashing R502.12 and R602.8 (Vertical To horiz. Travel and horizontal to vertical travel.  horizontal on double walls every 10’  )

· Class B flue clearance 1” min. (furnaces & fireplaces)

· Clothes closet light location E3903.11 12” from leading edge of shelf minimum for incandescent fixtures and 6”minimum for fluorescent fixtures(410-8 N.E.C. national electric code)
· Fireplace, fire stop chase @ ceiling level + ring. 2nd Floor ceiling level + ring with drywall R1001.11 (5/8” type X) common to house to roof sheathing. (Wood burning fire place on interior of home requires 5/8” type X in entire chase).
· Tempered glass R308 (9 sq. ft. & 18” or less adjacent to walking surface with in 24” of  arc at operable door)

· Egress windows 5.0 sq. ft. 1st floor / 5.7 sq. ft.2nd floor R310 (length x width / 144)

· Return air locations. (box around  electric, 1st & 2nd floor can not share same plenum space and wires should not run vertical in a return air)

· Fire caulk or fire stop gaps 1/8” or larger / over sized holes
· On Villa’s 2 layers 5/8” type X each side of fire partition wall R317.1 (4 layers total, look at UL listing.)
· Gas shut off valves for fireplace’s are required except for sealed fireplace with a gas valve located under fire box.

Final Inspection Per 2003 IRC
· Drywall in garage R309 (common to living space ½” drywall. 5/8” type X on ceilings with living space above) 
· Attic scuttle 22”x30”minimum  R807 (not over shelves)
· Lights in clothes closets 12” clearance on incandescent / 6” on fluorescent fixtures to vertical edge shelf.

· Laundry vent length 25’max. M1501 (–5’ for every 90 –2.5’for every 45).

· Anti-tip devise on stove

· Smokes (sounding, interconnected and dust covers removed)

· Fire place hearth extension R1004.2 

· 4 risers or more require handrail R311.5.6
· Cattle guard at doors w/ more than 30” drop R312 
· Guard’s R312 Stairways 34”min.on height, 4” maximum spindle spacing and 4 3/8 “maximum spindle spacing along treads. Guard Height minimum 36”
· All risers to be closed in to 4” or less. R311.5.3.3
· Tempered glass R308 (24” of operable door and hazardous locations) 
· Flashing in basement.  (Tubs and showers etc.)

· Grounding (bonding water lines to electric, clamp on each side of PRV unless plastic water line is used)

· Termination of flue on high efficient water heaters / furnaces. (see manufactures suggestions)
· Termination of direct vent fire places (clearance to combustibles)
· Check egress windows in sleeping rooms R310 (44” from floor to sill max., 20”width min., 24” in height min. 5.0 sq.ft. at grade and 5.7 sq.ft on second floor or above)
· Gas shut off valve for fireplace’s are required except for sealed unit with a gas valve located under fire box.
· Address Per Ordinance (3” tall minimum and ½” stroke) Visible from the street.

